
Hawaiian Interest Groups 
 
The Hawaii State Society of Washington D.C. (HSS) is initiating Hawaiian interest groups for 
its membership and for interested non-members.  The idea is for people to identify their interests 
through HSS and begin to share interests with others.  HSS will share peoples’  interests and help 
broker information so others may join in interest groups. Those with common interests can 
contact each other on-line, in-person, etc. to pursue their interest in things Hawaiian.  There is no 
prescribed expectation for interest group activities other than to learn more about your interest 
and have fun learning about Hawaii.  Interest groups set their own agenda and methods of 
sharing and communicating.  If you are interested in joining a Hawaiian interest group, provide 
your contact information to member of HSS identified below for Hawaiian Culinary and 
Cooking Ar ts, Traditional Hawaiian Quilting, Hawaiian Patchwork Quilting, Or igami, 
Hawaiian L iterature and Books, Outr igger  Canoe Paddling, HSS Ukulele Group and the  
Ki Ho‘alu (Slack Key) Guitar  
 
Hawaiian culinary and cooking  

Dar lene Butts, dbutts@makakoaenterprises.com, 
phone:  540-720-5743.   
Drawing on my expertise from a 10-year apprenticeship 
which began at age 8 in my uncle’s catering business in 
Waianae, Oahu, and from working side by side with 
Lehua Hawaii Bakery entrepreneurs, Michael Sera and 
Warren Sonoda in Oxon Hill, Maryland, Executive Chef 
Rowena Kuulei Freeman and I opened Makakoa 
Enterprises, Inc., a minority women owned International 
Cuisine Catering Team in July of 2002.  After working 
for many years as a teacher, career coach, family 
counselor and business process re-engineering 
consultant, I made a course change in 2005 – Makakoa 
Enterprises, Inc. 

 
 
Traditional Hawaiian quilting  
Dawn Tanner, wtanner17@aol.com, phone 703-255-0529 
It is not hard to learn how to quilt. The most important thing is 
to enjoy what you are doing. I carry on the work and 
dedication to the art of my quilting teacher, Deborah Kakalia 
(Auntie Debbie) whom I studied under at the Bishop Museum 
for a period of years. Auntie entrusted to me before I left the 
island to return to Virginia, her original quilting patterns, royal 
designs and numerous pillow patterns to use as I teach. 
  
 
 
Hawaiian Patchwork Quilting 



Virginia Seymour, virginia.seymour@pillsburylaw.com, Phone: 703-660-9354 or  
202-663-8188  
Patchwork quilting utilizes colorful Hawaiian fabrics, usually remnants, machine sewing the 
parts together and finally hand sewing the three parts; top, batting and backing of the quilt 
together. The process can take about 1 month to 1 year to complete.   
 

    
 
 
Origami 
Marcia Mau, mkmau2000@yahoo.com, phone 703-938-8927 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Hawaiian Literature and Books 
Rick Rider , riderr@erols.com, phone (301)365-0839 
 
 

Marcia Mau and students (above)  
Talk by author Veneeta Acson about 
her book “Waikiki - Nine Walks 
through Time”  at the Rider’s Home 
(right) 



Outr igger  Canoe Paddling 
Gee Black, geesquared@earthlink.net, Phone 703 549-3157 or 571 224-8607 
The National Capital Area Women©s Paddling Association (NCAWPA) has three 6 person 
canoes and several one and two person canoes. We are always looking for folks interested in 
paddling or coaching outrigger canoe paddling. 
 

 
The Hawaiian canoe Au Hou at its launching on the Potomac. 

 
  
 
 
 
HSS Ukulele Group  
Carol Takafuj i, itaka2u@yahoo.com, phone 703-281-3797 
The HSS Ukulele Group has been in existence for several years.  
The group meets regularly for music and fun and from time to 
time performs at HSS events. Ukulele players of all ranges 
(beginners, intermediate, advanced) are welcome to join. 
 
 
 
 

Ki Ho‘alu (Slack Key) Guitar  
Hawaiian slack key guitar, named ki ho’alu, literally means 
‘ loosen the key’ . It represents a solo finger picked style of 
guitar unique to Hawaii where the strings are ‘slacked’  to 
produce a major chord note.  Early 19th century Hawaiians 
incorporated what they learned from visiting Spanish and 
Mexican vaqueros to create this new form of guitar music.  You 
are invited to join the slack key session on Tuesday evenings 7 
to 10 p.m. Once the group begins, it will adjust location, time 
and frequency to find the most acceptable norm.   
Contact Lance Hylander  at email lhylander@yahoo.com or 
cell phone 571-228-0705 if you would like to join.   


